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THE NAIRS. 


— 


Tur Nairs are the Nobility oy the Malabar coaſt, and affirm that 
they are the oldeſt nobility in the world; as the moaſt antient writers 


ov Indoſtan often, mention the privilege of the Nair ladies tu hav menny 
lovers. Their houſes, which ſtand fingle, hav always as menny doors 


as the lady has lovers. When wun ov them viſits her, he walks round 


the houſe, and ſtrikes with his ſeabre upon his buckler, as a ſignal ov 
his approach. If the lady be not engaged, he leaves a domeſtic with 


his arms in a kind oy porch. Wun day, at particular ſeaſons, all the 
lovers viſit her, and dine together. The mother only has the charge ov 
the children ; and even the Samorin, and the other Princes, hay no 
other heirs than the children ov their ſiſters; that having no family, 


they may be always ready tu march againſt an enemy. When the 


nephews are ov an age tu bear arms, they follow their uncle. The. 
name ov a father is unknown tu a Nair child ; he ſpeaks ov the lovers 7% 


ov his mother, and ov his uncles, but never ov his father. 
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Done the confuſion which the opinions on the Rights ov Man 
tauſed in the ſpeculativ world, every unprejudiced mind muſt hay if- "i 
„ tend with fatis faction tu the voice ov an unaffiſted female, hoo, with 
bh | becoming ſpirit, has vindicated the rights, and with all the perſuativ | 
energy ov truth, has painted the inglorius ſituation ov her ſex— | 
While the Barons at Runnymeed ware embroild with their Sovereign 3 
concerning their violated privileges, the hardy peaſant and induſtrius 
artificer ſaw the opportunity ov terminating | the grievances ov ſervitude. 

Now, therefore, now or never, is the time for wun half ov the human 
ſpecies tu burſt thoſe chains, which habit or tyranny hay forged for | } 
them, and tu aſſert that conſideration, which nature defi ign'd them tn | 
poſſeſs i in ſociety. The males hav indulged their ſelves in the ſame de- 7 og 

| liberate ſyſtem ov injuſtice, that the great too often perſue in moaſt 
wordly affairs, hoo, viewing their leſs ' fortunate brothers unaſſiſted by  - ? 
education, and humiliated by poverty, conſpire tu render, by partial laws „ 4 
and varius abuſes, their unfrended deſtiny ſtill more miſerable. So, the . ( 
continuation ov the ſpecies requiring that wun ſex ſhoold be ſubje& tu the © 

| pains and inconvenience ov childbirth, the other has determined tu agra- 

1 vate this hardſhip, and with a daſtardly policy tu conſtrue this W : | 
| difference | intu an indubitäble mark ov inferiority. _ - EN 
Let the lovers ov controverſy declare why this inferigrity be neceſſary To 
and? in a whot it ray confiſt ; . it 8 from the inalterable 5 


* 


gaming- table. . 5 = 1 


| 1 1 


decrees ov nature, or ends" a fortuitus manner of pion: During 


* $6 5 eee ere $76 F n 


their continuance in the nurſery, the progreſs ov a brother and ſiſter 
in knowledge will be equal; but can wun expect that it will continue 
ſo, when wun conſiders how differently they are treated afterward ? 
The boy ov rank is ſent tu a public ſchool, whare he is allow'd tu: 

aſſociate with a number ov children oy his oan age, amung hoon! he 
ſingles out his frends, and revenges with his e 


* 


n hand enny injury he 
may receive. His body is ſtrengthend by every manly exerciſe, and 


his courage muſt on no occafion be called intu queſtion. His emulation 
is excited by a variety ov premiums, and he is told that the conſidera- 


tion he may with tu enjoy amung his fellows, muſt proceed from the- 
ſuperiority ov his abilities; and even the authority ov the higher claſſes, 
and ſubordination, introduced among the ſcholars, ſelves, muſt þe;a great 


ſpurn to improoyment. The choiceſt books of antiquity are put intu 
- his bands, and he has it in his power tu make a compariſon between | 
ancient and modern manners. He is taught tu burn with the patriotiſm 


OV a Brutus, and to entertain, an. unknown public with an oration. ov 
Cicero or Demoſtenes. During the vacations, he is allowed tu ramble 


e, 
thru every corner ov a metropolis, tu ſee every thing that is tu be ſeen, 


and tu hear every thing that is tu be heard; tu enter every roof from 


the ſenate tu a puppet ſhow, from the courts of juſtice tu an auction | 
room; - "TU perambulate a race: courſe, and behold human, Re; "+ "8 


' 


Then tu crown. all, come the e ov * Hei is SA 
mitted intu the preſence oy. every crownd hed, and initiated into the 


myſteries ov every government. IIe. officiates at the toilet ox a favorit 
actreſs; improovs his {elf by the company and converſation ov. women 
ov rank and faſhion ; and becomes acquainted with every claſs oy ſociety; 

at a public ordinary. His knowlege is every day enlarged, his prejudices 


vaniſh, and. his reaſon . e by e the e o 


Z others. 


Ho- widely different i 18 "is hats, of aha 1 r In Ll ] i 
as thare are no oonvents, whare the female youth ov. Catholic. countries 


| are ee , the © young. Hy is * at a  bearding-ſeboal, 
| E whare 


„ 


whate ſhes: giiardad: with as much e as a Sultana in the Grand 
Signor's ſeraglio. It is true, the is allow'd the converſe ov other 
girls ov her oan age; but it is always under the inſpection ov a gover- 
ot: who, perhaps the refuſe ov a foreign nation, is happy -tu- ſhow- 


her authority in tyrannizing over her infant charge. Muſic and dancing, 
which, if at all introduced intu the education o boys, are look d upon 


merely as the occupations ov an idle hour; and relaxations from ſeverer 
ſtudies, are conſiderd the inoaſt indiſpenſable attainments, upon Which 

the hole ſucceſs of the pupil depends; and the varius kinds ov needle- 

works (ſome ov which are yuſeful) can certainly not enlarge the range 
ov her ideas. Fhe only perſons ov the other ſex hoom the ſees are the 

dancing-maſter, hoom ſhe believes the pattern ov all manly perfection; 


the writing: maſter, the object ov her innocent jokes; and perhaps an 


old footman, whom ſhe is obliged tu bribe for every little delicacy which 
puerile appetite may crave; for even her cloaths, after a viſit amung 


her friends, are examined; and each volume which compoſes her li- 


| brary;; undergoes the ſtricteſt inveſtigation,” + Every exerciſe is repre- 
ſented tu her as unbecoming her rank, and detrimental - tu her dreſs ;' 


and each affected ſymtom ov fearfulneſs, ſhe is told, will add an irre- 


ſiſtible charm tu her perſon, If ſhe be allowed tu take the air, that 


practice ſo neceſſary to her helth, is but ov ſmall advantage or diverſions _ 


She is forced tu march with her fellows with as n wann 28 if 


their promenade ware tu terminate in Noah's ark. ; TEL ES 


At laſt the joyful hour arrives, when the is tu 1 Shed en Gout 
3 but the · liberty, after which every human being muſt paut, 
ſtill flies her like a phantom: even now ſhe! has not as ach: liberty as! 


a boy, hoo has reach'd his tenth year. If ſhe wiſhes tu viſit an ac 


quaintance, or purchaſe any article which ſhe may need, ſhe dare not 
ſtir, without being attended by a lackey; and how often is ſhe diſap- 
pointed in her deſire ov being preſent at a public amuſement, from the 
wont ov a chaperon. . If a maſquerade be announced, aſter a long deli- 


beration whot character may ſuit her humor, and whot habit may ſuit? e 


her perſon, ſhe is obliged tu ſpend all the intervening time in the for- 


mation ov her dreſs; wheareas the young man diſpatches all his prepa- 
x. 1 Ie ration 


— 


— 


. {4 1 
ration i in a ten minutes converſation with his 9 Novels and ro- 
mances are the only books tu which ſhe is encouraged tu fly for enter- 
tainment, inſtruction deing entirely out ov the queſtion; whareas a boy 
always having had it in his power tu rummage a circulating library, is 
diſguſted of ſuch traſh, before he arrives at half her age. Can wun 
alk if this be a proper education? Yes; tu form the play-thing ov a 


man ov ſenſe, but not his frend nor companion. Sovereign man hass 


determined that ignorance ſnhould perpetuate the authority which chance 
has given him over the other ſex. The Bramins ov Indoftan perſue the 
ſame policy, hoo condemn, as guilty of a capital crime, enny individual 


oy an inferior Caſt, hoos profane curioſity ſhood hav preſumed tu peruſe 


the awful ſanſerit: and the gentry of Nuſſia, when diſcuting enn? 
ſubject ov liberty, expreſs their ſelves in the French en in order 
that their opinions may be unintelligible tu their vaſfals. | 
Amung the higher orders, the education ov the tue ſexes Aiſſring. 


more widely, lefs equality ov powers is tu be expected; but if wun 


_ deſcends amung humbler life, and conſiders the lower claſſes, wun will 
find boath ſexes much: more on a level, not only becauſe the males re- 


ceive not ſo much attention, but becauſe alſo the females are not ſubject 


mu ſo much reſtraint; and if tue peaſants, who had never leſt the village 


oy their nativity, wate tu be examined, the man woold e not og 
found ſaperior tu the woman in enny mental endowment. 
If the female can approach the male as near in perl as in int 


powers, may indeed admit ov a doubt; but perhaps from the ſame cauſe | d 


that the labouring man is robuſter than he hoom fortune never neceſſi - 
" tated tu work; that the bargeman is ſtouter than the gentleman ; and 
the ſwain in the hamlet more hardy than the Lord of the Manor; may 
not the male poſſeſs greater bodily ſtrength than the other ſex. In 
countries, whare the women are accuſtom'd tu toil in the fields, tu ſup- 
port immenſe burdens, tu undergo every fatigue, and tu face every 
change ov heat or cold, they are not diſtinguiſhable from the men by 
the weakneſs ov their frame, or the tendernefs of their conſtitution— 


©,  Duzing wut oy our late armaments, while the terror ov the preſsgang 


retained the colliers at home, the barges in ſum oy the coal counties 


| x 5 1 5 
5 by females ; and it i is no uncommon FACS the Thames 
| | 5 ſee women ov all ages rowing and punt-puſhing, even whare the 
16 | ſtream is moſt rapid. What travelling Engliſhman is not ſurpriſed at 
the maſculin appearance ov a poiſſarde at Calais? and a ſiſhwoman at 
werte pee would Foun to Ou: a hols troop: of Saint * macca- 
ronies. 
But can enny wun Jout ov. the 8 ov the ſomes, WOW les are PI ; 
menny examples ov female abilities every day offered to wun's conſide- 
ration? Women hay arrived at a literary eminence thru the exertion ' 
of powers, which the talents ov menny men woold be proud tu rival, 
and verry few ean ſurpaſs . France has produced ladies; hoos names 
are revered wharever their almoſt-univerſally-ſtudied la guage is vnder- 
ſtood, and hoos delightful works are generally ſelected tu infpire the 
rg with a taſte for French litermtuge: "ye is. not deſtitute | 


. 


* It.is Db 3 falſe, if 1 wun imagines, | 3 no 3 may 5" 
ſcience hay attained that degree oy perfection, at which the moſt diſtinguiſh'd characters - 
amung the 1 men hav arrived, that her mental powers are naturally inferior tu thoſe ov the ">= "_ 
other fex. If wun confiders how ſmall the number is ov women, hoo hav dedicated their 1 

5 ſelves tu enny branch ov ſcience, and notwithſtanding that ſam ov theſe hay ſignali zed mor 5 
ſelves, I can not ſee with whot juſtice wun eam conclude that they hay leſs capacity; be- 
cauſe amung the enormns multitude oy men, thare are ſam hooſe abilities they hay not bim 
able tu equal. The following remark will ſet in a clearer light the injuſtice and want s 
foundation in this concluſion, Wun can not maintain, that the moſt capable amung the 
women hay, from their oan free inclination, applied their ſelves tu this or that ſcience ; every 
ſpur tu this inclination is wonting. Only thoſe, tharefore, hoo, from ſome fortuitus cauſe, hy 
hav acquired the means, hav followed enny ſcientific perſuit. They can not chuſe mung 
the ſciences that tu which they are particularly inclined, but muſt cultivate thoſe which _ 
fortune may hay caſt directly into their way. The moaſt ov them lern what their fathers 
knew, or gave them an opportunity tu lern; but if enny ov them hav, from their dan 5 
accord, harhord the thaught o acquiring enny part ov feience, they hay bin obliged en Fi 
contend with a thouſand difficulties; while the men, ſhould they  exbibit but the leaſt p | 
* ſparkle oy pleaſure or genius, recieve every poſſible aſſiſtance tu ſan and tu ſatisfy it in that 
tract ov lerning tu which they ſhow a propenſity, In the preſent ſituation, it is wonderful _ - 
that the females hav ſucceeded ſo well ; and this ſucceſs is a proof ov their natural equality EN 
in mental powers. On the contrary, "the greater progrefs which ſurn an * gene 
; . is no I e Y ov female abilities 17 | 
bars | | Maxx eie Wap, Light, t 1791. 
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ov en ov the "Lp and inſulkiegly called weak, ex, hoo hav ex- 


celled in every branch ov lerning; and tu tranſcribe the catalog ov 


Engliſh, authoreſſes wood be an attempt ov. too great a length for this 


treatiſe. It may be ſaid, eit is true thare are menny female writers; 
but the plurality of their productions are hövels and romances.” This 


proceeds from the faultineſs ov their education, and not from a defici-| \ 
ency ov parts. If the ſtudy ov. a woman conſiſts only ov novels and 
romances, her pen will be able to produce nothing ov greater import- 
ance than a love elegy or a tale; and the compoſition of theſe requires as 


much genius and taſte, tho not as much lerning or profoundneſs ov 


thaught, as works o a euer nature; and 4 in n and a ſhe is 


Lecker deficient. . r FFF 
Shoold wun aſk the . 3 3 government is con- 


ducted with moſt vigor? he would anſwer, Ruſſia. A gygantie mind 
has availd to fix a woman on a throne, which the moſt intrepid reſo- 
lution only woold have dared tu mount; tu conciliate the affections ov 
a nation, the difficulties of hoos language nothing leſs than the moſt 


determined perſeverance coold hav ever overcome ; and has whiſpered. 


| her, When tu graſp, with the hand of deſpotiſm, or when tu ſooth into 


compliance the rugged and differently diſpoſed tribes ov a quarter ov 
the erth. And let the philoſopher point out amung the males a more 


accom pliſhed character than the Chevalier d Eon, TE when exercifing,” 


the duties ov wun oy the moſt trying fituations, of public life, that os, 


an Ambaſſador, | gain'd the approbation ov her Sovereign, and applauſe 
of her country; hoo has undergone all the fatigues ov' a military life; 


and hoo has exhibited her courage and greatneſs ov ſoal on more than on 
wun occaſion; and hoo has Ne her pen with as much execution as 


the has. brandiſh? d her. ſword; and hoo even now, at an advanced age, is 
able tu aſtoniſh an admiring public at her agility and adroitneſs, while 
ſhe defies, at their own WRITES: © the profeſs 0 maſters ov a manly « ex- 


* 


erciſe. ee oP 


Sum peeple n may be . tu 3 theſe eee _ merely. 


_ exceptions tu a general rule. If an inquiſitiv-philoſopher had collected 


2 multitude ov. girls, and ſelected from them wun, hoo was diſtinguiſhed 


$3, 


„ 1 % 5 „„ 
by the nh promiſing parts; and had given tu her a n educa- 
tion, in order tu be able tu judge ov the extent oy female abilities, wun 
might with reaſon hav eſteem'd her a phenomenon, and a ſingular ex- 
ception tu a general rule; but as it 15 well known that a particular fa- 
mily conſideration wos the cauſe ov the Chevalier d Eon's manly edu- 
eation, it is not unreaſonable tu ſuppoſe that other n warten maths 
a like education, woold arrive at the ſame eminence. -: 3 
le may not here be improper tu obſerve, that tu the wrong ene 
oy the females, may perhaps be aſcribed the folly tu be found amung the 
males. The literary world are pleaſed with the ſociety'ov the literate ;; 
and the illiterate ſeek the company ov the ignorant: a woman hoos 
hole atteution is directed tu dreſs and amuſement, can not fail tu be 
diſguſted at enny grave ſubject of converſation; and a young man, at 
Nboe age 'the deſire ov Pleaſing the other-ſex is naturally more ardent, 
muſt become frivolus tu gain her approbation. Hence the moaſt pre- 
eius years ov life are dedicated tu trifling purſuits; whereas, ſhould the 
women receiv a proper education, the beau would be paſs d over with 
neglect, and the man o Kale woold reciev e defoferics NIN he | 


— 


might deſerv. 
It being ſhown that ſhe is $ 23 . ſhoold the. woman obey 


the man, more than the man ſhoold obey the woman? It is true, dur- 
ing the firſt ages oy the world, according tu the Moſaic tradition, the 
woman wos conſidered merely as the handinaid ov her lordly compa· 
nion *; ; but the bible was written by a man; had it been written by a. 
8 wun might hay had a quite different account. And can wun. 
wonder, that ſuch opinions were adoptd by the patriarcs, and recieved: 
with approbation at the Court ow King David and King Solomon, the 
latter o hoom. retained in his E for his oan uſe and entertain- 
ment, ſeven hundred wives and three hundred concubines ? 1 


Fabre. 


* + neeple wh be ov ths opinion; tha „ a for the uſe ov the 
man; but, ſays the author of Mann und Weib, the Weſt-Indian planter could, with: 
«: equal FRO Juſtify 22 nen ny maintain: «that _ " arp r e in e | 
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1 is probable that thare hav exiſted, and ill exiſt, menny women, 


whole magnanimity has refolv'd tu reſtrain every amorus deſire, ſo na- 


tural tu all creatures, in order to eſcape the degradation ov an oppreſſive 
yoke. | Ov ſuch a lofty ſpirit wos Queen Elizabeth ow England. Being 


warn'd by the unhappy fate ov her ſiſter, hoo had- experienced in her 


conſort, inſtid ov: 2 rational companion, an overbearing and imperius 


_ maſter, ſhe nobly refuſed every addreſs flattering tu her vanity, and 


ſtifled the ambition ov. A e tu ”N ann the throne ov her 


anceſtors. _ 
Marriage FENG: ed 3 for the 8 ov the man, hs 


oy the woman being entirely unconſidered “. She muſt n, all his 


3 Lan bes Ky is diſpoied 3 the injuſtice with which 1 3 Yo 
Rate ov incivilization, which wun is inclined tu conſider as a ſtate of innocence, abuſe 


| a their authority, read the following abſtract from Raynal, „On the N N * | 
Eaſt and Weſt India. Twelfth book, firſt ſection: 


The oppreſton in which the women in the new world liv, is, ich dout, the 4 


of thethinneſs oy. population, which diſtinguiſhes this part oy the globe. This tyranny is 


univerſal ; but on the banks ov the Oronoko more cruel than elſewhere. In theſe diſtricts, 
however great the bounty ov nature is, few inhabitants are tu be found; the mothers are 
accuſtomed often tu murder their daughters at their birth; with which intention, they cut 
the navel-ſtring ſo ſhort, that the children die from the loſs ov blood. Chriſtianity's ſelf 
has not bin able tuaboliſhſo horrid a practice. This the Jeſuit Gumilla relates. Having 
heard that wun ov his converts had committed ſuch a murder, he went tu her, and painted 


tu her her guilt in the moaſt forcible expreſſions. The woman liſtened tu the miſſionary 
wioith the greateſt attention. When he was rates ſhe wks POTEN, | "TC 2 770 5 
SY - which ſhedid in the following manner: 55 | 


'« Woold to God, father, woold to God, that my mother, whey ſhe Cd me into 
the world, had had love and pity enuf for her child, tu hav ſpared me all I hay endured, 


and muſt ſtill endure, till the end of my life. If my mother had deſtroy'd me at my birth, 


{ had died, but had felt nothing from death, and had eſcaped the moaſt miſerable ow all 
ſituations. Ah! whot hav not bin my ſufferings ! and Whot remains * for me not tu 


Toffer ! 8 8 


1 Conſider, father, the hardGhips with which the Indians 1 thels wives. | They Ws. 
N cp us tu the field with their bows and arrows, but we proceed with wun child in 
A baſket, and another hanging at the breſt. They leave us; ſhoot a bird, or catch a fiſh; 
but we muſt dig the ſoil; and after we hav finiſh'd all that work, the hole labor of tbe 


harveſt falls on us. They, without the leaſt burden, come home; we bring them roots 
: - EZ 5 N "Me. | | 5 2 for 
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3 1 | 
counſels, without having a any veto on his determinations... She TY 
change her abode tu ſuit his convenience; muſt break all the frendſhips _ 
ov her youth to fulfill his pleaſure ; and muſt be contented to bear his 
aabſenſe, whenever he may pleaſe tu quit her. If a man has ſworn eter- 
nal fidelity tu a woman, with what juſtice can he enter the military or 
_ naval ſervice, without her permiſſion ? Or is he juſtified in eee 
a long voyage, and leaving her, perhaps in the bloom of youth, when 
her paſſions are moaſt violent, tu ſhiver in a bed ov widowhood, which 
ſhe is not permitted tu terminate? Is it tu be expected, that ſhe ſhood _ 
act the part ov Penelope, while her Ulyſſes may be ſquandering his 
treaſures on an Oriental dancing girl, or receives the Circean cup 
from the hands ov a Mulatto toaſt? A modern huſband wood be ſur- 


for their food, and mais for their drink. After their return, they amuſe their ſelves in vi- 
ſiting their frends; we muſt fetch the water to cook the ſupper. After the meal, they lay 
their ſelves down to ſleep; and we muſt paſs the night in grinding the mais, and preparing 
for them their chika; and whot is the reward ov our watchings? They drink the chika ; 
and when they are drunk, they drag us about by the hair, and trample upon us with their 
feet. 35 | 1 | 8 
Ah I father, wood to God my mother had deſtroyd me at my birth ! Thou knoweſt 
if my complaints are juſt or not. Whot I tell thee, that thou ſeeſt every day. But our 
greateſt misfortune canſt thou by no means know. Wretched is the ſituation oy the poor 
woman, hoo muſt fery her huſband like a ſlave; hoo muſt work thru the hole day in con- 
ſtant ſwet, and even during .the night dare not enjoy reſt; but it is terrible if ſhe ſhood 
ſurvive, and he, after twenty years, ſhood take a young wife, hoo has no reaſon. He then 
gives his ſelf entirely up tu her. She beats us, ſhe beats our children; ſhe rules over us, 
and treats us like ſervants; and at the leaſt murmur, the huſband comes to her aſſiſtance 
with a cudgel, Ah: ] father, how canſt thou defire'that we ſhood endure this ſituation? 
How can an Indian act hetter than ſnatch her child from a ſlavery, which is a thouſand - 
times worſe than death? I ſay it wunce more, I with my mother had had love enuf for me 
to hay buried me, when firſt I came inn hy world My heart wood not hay had fo 2 

tu ſuffer, nor my eyes ſo much tu weep.” 

« Not with the ſame brutality, but with a likepartiality 3 is marriage inſti - 
tuted amung tie generality oy nations. It wood be too laborius tu collect every inſtance, | 
and the difference ov the cuſtoms wood make the whole examination too diffuſe 8 

I hav ſelected the above quotation. oy the author ov Mann und Weib,“ not only ta 
ſhow under whot a ſtate ov ſlavery women in all parts ov the world exiſt, but alſo tu prove 
that their MOST and want oy exertion is the a cauſe ov their corporeal weakneſs, 


07 16 priſed 


„ „„ 
DP a, upon * return from his morning promenade, tu find; that his : 
other half had poſted away, tu be preſent at the Maſter of the Ceremo- 
nies* ball at Bath; tho his ſelf wood make no ſeruple tu * ber, tu 
attend the Spring meeting at Newmarket, 

It may here be ſaid, that no political body, no "ly FILE no 
convivial meeting, can be properly conducted without a Preſident; and 
that marriage cood not exiſt, if wun ov the parties ware not inveſted 5 

| with ſuperior authority; but let it firſt be proovd, if it be neceſſary or : 
„„ juſt that it ſhood exiſt at all. The aboliſhion ov this impolitic and vex- 
ö atius inſtitution wood be the aboliſhion ov the ſervitude of the wun, 
nay, wood increaſe the liberty and happineſs ov boath ſexes; and, far 
from being detrimental to 3 wood be the greateſt afliſtance os 
Which it cood receive. 15 
I᷑̃bere is implanted in the mind ov man, ſuch a repugnance tu re- 
8 that every pleaſure loſes its power tu delight, when it aſſumes 
| the appearance of a duty. Shood wine be preſcribed as a medicine tu 
1 - drunkard, he wood not reliſh it more than the moaſt bitter phyſic ; 
and the youth hoo ſpurns at the counſels ov his governor, will follow, 
without heſitation, the advice ov an unintereſted frend, his ſuperior in 
"age and experience. The leaſt unneceſſary compulſion is not only a 
diminution ov freedom, and conſequently ov happineſs, but alſo defeats _ 
the intended advantage. Then may wun not dout oy of the wiſdom os 
a conſtrained fidelity ? No obſervation in the animal world can _ : 
- .the meaſure, | 
During the FO ov har ton, which influenced the marriage : 
ov tue lovers, there are hopes that their connexion will not be unpro- - 
ductiv; but ſhood indifference or diſguſt ſucceed tu the raptures ov poſ- 
ſeſſion, all compulſiv ties wood not only be a ſoarce ov vexation tu the 
ere pair, but a deprivation tu ſociety ov tue members, hoo are 
debard from forming enny new connexion, which might promiſs better 
ſucceſs. This is corroberated by the following obſervation—that —_ .- 
- firſt years ov cohabitation are attended by no flue, little is the probabi- | & 
ty ov enny. Varius are the cauſes which may demand a ſeparation, / 
which humanity muſt delight tu grant, and policy can not refule. : 


1 


1 } 

Ov alt the NE TOY PO cities ov Europe, the only wan, oy which FEY 
population annually increaſes, is Berlin, whare marrige is eſteem'd a 
mere ſimple contract, tu be annul'd or renewd at the pleaſure ov the 
contractors. Love having induced them tu embrace the ceremony, 
ſhood the cauſe exiſt not longer, nun ov the ſalutary conſequences are 
tu be expected, and the intention ov. the ceremony being fruſtrated, 
equally as it wood hav bin by the death ov either ov the parties, boath 
are conſidered as widowed, and at liberty tu enter new engagements. 
| In Germany * „a divorce may be had with the greateſt facility, and is 
not only granted, ſhood wun ov the parties be convicted ov adultery, or 
- accuſed ov an extravagance detrimental tu the purſe ov the other; but is 
even never denied tu that pair, hoo are willing tu ſeparate. How ridi- 
culus is the boaſted liberty ov the Briton, when compared tu this ineſ- 
timal right, enjoyed by a nation, hoom his prejudice and pride induces ' 
him tu confider as ſlaves! Wood a wiſe Pruſſian, tho repreſented in no 
Parliament, and inable, when accuſed, tu appeal tu the deciſion ou a 
jury, be willing tu change his ſituation with an Engliſhman, and bar- 
ter the power ov chufing and changing the partner ov his fortune for 
an impunity, when uttering an indecent ſatire or caractature againſt the 
moaſt exalted perſonages in the land, or for' the luxury ov participating 
the favorite Britiſh national amuſement ov burning the ov an 


unpopular Miniſter ? 
It is true, a pair may hav vowed a e conſtancy; but is man, 


hoo is not to be depended upon in the moſt immateria] affairs, hoo re- 


jects every acquiſition as ſoon as fn, and fighs for every az 


* The following hiſtory, on account ov its baue and ant may not be unac- 
ceptable tu the Engliſh reader: 

The Counteſs de R*®* was, in her: fifteenth year, married tu the foros de H., who 
was previuſly in love with his preſent wife, hoo ſome time afterward married M. de L»* 
After the elapſe ov more than a dozen years, which were embittered by her complaints 
againſt him, hoom ſhe accuſed ov being ſtill in love with Madame de L., the Counteſs - 
decamp'd ſuddenly from the Baron, hoo procured adivorce from her. Upon the intelligence 
' ov-this, Madame de L*, hoo was at that time reſident at Berlin, quitted her huſband and 
family; poſted away to the Baron, and prevailed upon him tu marry her. The ladies are 
not only r * at Court, but frequent the firſt eie ov —_— in the empire. 
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: enjoyment ; hoo forfakes his frends and TH home, and roams 08 land 
to land in ſearch of amuſement ; hoo changes his paſſions and opi- 
nions as frequently as his Jeweller - the ſhape ov his buckles, and his 


taylor the faſhion oy his coat; is man capable of promiſing any perma- 


nent thing? Shood he, hoos reaſon is ſo deadend by habit, or miſguided - 
by prejudice; hoos temper is as variable as the atmoſphere which he 
breathes ; hoo is different when in the vigor ov helth or hour oy ſick- 


neſs; and hoos cameleon temper may diſplay a hue to-morrow unlike 
that which it exhibited to-day ; ſhood he aſſume the language ov infal- 


Ubility, or, like the thunderer ov the Heathens, ſanction with an irre- 

vocable nod the acts ov his preſumption ? Experience is the prerogativ 
o age; ; then may wun not hope that the acceſſion oy every day will 

bring its portion ov wiſdom ? Whot rational being, tharefore, would 
refuſe tu participate this advantage, or madly reſolv to ſhut his eyes 
againſt enny ray ov conviction? However great wun's ſagacity may be, 
every addition ov wiſdom may ſet wun's actions in ſuch a new light, 
that wun may not longer be ſatisfied with their OY be No wun 


then ſhood ſubject his ſelf tu an eternal obligation. 


During the continuance ov a courtſhip, each lover being attentiy tu 
appear amiable in the eyes ov the other, it is difficult tu e the 


real temper.ov either. No brutal debauchee, or unpoliſhed ſportſman, 
will extol the beauty ov a bar-maid, or fleetneſs ov a hunter, in the 


preſence ov. an adored miſtreſs. No gambler will enlard his amorus 


entreaties with the execrations oy a gaming table, or diale& ov a cock- 
pit; nor will the fair expatiate on a brocade petticoat, mention a pharo- 
table, or diſcloſe her determination ov participating the pleaſures ov 


high life, tu a lover, hoo ſighs for the comforts ov domeſtic eaſe. 

But ſoon as the fatal knot is tied, the ſun ov reaſon will diſſipate the 
vapors of paſſion, and exhibit in their true colors thoſe ſcenes, which 
the fairy fiction of a creativ imagination hav miſrepreſented. .When the 
hour of retraction is paſs'd, they will ſhudder at the height ov. the pre- 


cipice from which they hav fallen; but no fertility ov genius ſhall be 
able tu ſnatch them from the Dedalean labàrinth. Too ſoon, alas! 
they are convinced ov the impoſſibility ov their vows. Can a duration 
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youth, is ooh gned tu the embrace ov "ages 9 ny” 


. 115 


oy loye be expected, wha the objects are unworthy oy eſteem ? Can: a 


man ov virtue honor a woman deſtitute ov morality? or ſhood a woman 
ov ſenſe be required tu obey a man oy an inferior capacity? Happy is 


that heart which, from a want dy feeling, can ſupport the failings ov 
a beloved object, when the hand ov time has tore away the maſk oo 
deluſion; for ſoon may the moſt delicate ſenſibility be ſubmitted tu 


the careſſes oy the reeling drunkard, and the thunder ov the knocker 


alone announce tu the domeſtic huſband the return ov the female rake. 
Tired ov each other's. ſociety, ſeparate eſtabliſhments are appointed; 

the pleaſures ov the field recommend the country to his choice, and the 
town reſidence aſſures tu the wife every diſſipation which ſhe can deſire. 
| Weary ov the yoke, from which he can not liberate his ſelf, and un- 


able tu form -any honorable connexion, he endeavors tu forget his vex- 
ations in the arms ov a woman oy mean extraction and bad repute ; his 


ſpouſe finds no difficulty in retaliating his neglect, by caſting the eye 


ov invitation on ſum new favorit. Thus, 3 children ov a ſtranger 


ſucceed tu his paternal inheritance ; while his own offspring mult eat 
the bread oy miſery, and perhaps end 1 life oy wickedneſs by. a death 5 


oy infamy. 
How pitiable is the Gtuation ov that perſon hoo, being blinded by 


youthful paſſion, has made a ſacrifice ov liberty to wun hoo is incapable 


ov gratitude or tenderneſs, and afterward hoos marriage is the only ob- 


ſtacle tu a connexion with an other, hoo may poſfeſs every endowment 
which may conſtitute an amiable ſpouſe ! Tu this perſon, whot rea- 


ſonable judge wood deny an abſolution from the mortifying tie? or tu 
him, hoo being the fole deſcendant oy an illuſtrius houſe, is diſap- 
pointed, by the ſterility ov his conſort, in all his hopes ov an heir? and 


tho falſe delicaſy may forbid her tu ſeek redreſs, no philanthropiſt can 
fail tu pity the deſtiny ov that deluded female, hoo, in the bloom ov 


Even 


* c Is jt not a pity that the youth (for "ate in the preſent 1 of things, can he 
act otherwiſe) offers the firſt glaſs tu a common ſtrumpet, and reſerves the lees for an honeſt 
Ls can wor wun take it amiſs if ſhe hood look about her for a freeſh bottle? $ 

: Deber die Ehe. Berlin, kame. | 
In 


e eee 


11 
Even tho neither ov the parties may hav bin decieved, and nature 
may hay beſtowd upon the amiable couple every endowment ov the 
mind, and every corporeal grace, and art hav diſtinguiſh'd them with a 
multiplicity ov accompliſhments ; yet the heart ov man is ſubje& tu 
change, and his paſſion for variety is a general proverb. All the quali: 
| "ties which each may poſſeſs, may not be able to counterbalance, in the | 
l eyes of the other, a deficiency in the moaſt trivial recommendation. 
| | The ſuperior minuet ov a new-ſeen gallant may ſet her boſom on fire, 
1 and the meltifluus voice ov a foreign fair, may ſtorm the caſtle of his 
K fidelity. Then, if they reſign their ſelves tu the force ov their incli- 
nations, their vows will be only a ſource of unneceſſary vexation ; or 
if they reſolve tu maintain their obligations, each will be forced tu feed 
on the unnatural expectation ov the death ov the other, while 3 
tion, the end ov their union, ſuffers from their determination. 
Even when the domeſtic proſpects hav every advantage, which can 
inſure a perpetual felicity, and the object ov temptation may boaſt no 
recommentatory charm, the pamperd mortal will grow weary of his 1 
bliſs, and, in the true ſpirit ov Quixotiſm, pay divine honors tu every 7 
Dulcinea * hoom chance may offer tu his view. Even tho it ware ſur- 1 
rounded by a heath, man wood leap over the palings ov a Paradiſe. . 
But it will be ſaid, it is the duty ov the Legiſlator tu correct, and not fo] 
tu flatter, the evil diſpoſitions ov man; but firſt let it be confi idered, if 
this love ov variety be pernicius or not. Thare is no greater reaſon in 
enacting that a man ſhood love a woman tu-morrow, becauſe he may 
love her tu-day, than thare wood be in compelling a man tu dance with 
a woman at the next ball, becauſe he happend tu be her partner at the 
laſt. | As 


* 


my In November, 1792, an Engliſhman accuſed his wife oy adultery, and in ſupport ov the 5 . 

jF | charge alledged, that ſhe had prooyd with child, at a time when a bad ſtate ov helth had | 
| hinderd him from having enny commerce with her. But if the women may be ſuppoſed tu 

hay the ſame natural defires which the men bav, muſt 1 not the impotence ov the huſband 

abſol ve the wife from all criminality ny 
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* «© How Gidom is « the female FRO a Lais, thigh, over the 3 ov 
every philoſopher, and over the heart oy every hero oy her time.” Ueber die Ehe. 
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An other argument, n may ſeru tu ſhow the impolicy ov a | 
riage, with regard tu population, is this—at is very evident that it wood 
be more eaſy for every woman tu get a lover, and for every man tu 
finda miſtreſs, than it wood be for either tu acquire a partner for life. 
How menny poor females are, from the preſent order ov things, con- 


ſigned tu perpetual virginity, and obliged to quit the world, without 


: having increaſed the number ov its ne Menny a buty is able 
to count thirty winters, before ſhe may hay the good fortune tu 


poſſeſs a huſband ; whareas had a free commerce between the ſexes bin 
allowd, ſhe might hav bin the mother ov a dozen children pefore ſhe 


ad attain'd that age. Ware the connexion between the ſexes regulated 
by the will ov nature, and unreſtraind by human ordinances, a woman 
muſt be an abſolute monſter ov deformity, hoo cood not perſuade ſum 


unengaged perſon intu a temporary yunion. Sees not wun every day 


females ov eaſy chaſtity, tho deſtitute oy every mental, and even ſome- 
times ov every corporeal, recommendation, . ſurrounded by crouds ov the 
other ſex, by men ov faſhion, taſte, and education? Why meets.wun 
ſo often amung that claſs.ov females, calld Old Maids, women hoo har 
-poſleſs'd every perſonal charm, hoo hav excelld in every yuſeful and 


ornamental accompliſhment, hoo are diſtinguuſh'd by the ſweetneſs ov 


their tempers, and the goodneſs ov their hearts? Whot is the cauſe ov 


this unnatural preference? Wun wood be ſurpriſed if a youth, fond of 
dancing, ſhood ſingle out a partner from the kitchen, when he might 


ſelect wun from the drawing room; but probably, if a youth, upon the 
termination of his college ſtudies, ware obliged to fix upon a lady, 


with hoom he muſt dance during the hole courſe ov his life, dancing 


wood not longer continue a faſhionable amuſement ; Bath and Tun- 
bridge wood be deſerted; the young Squire wood attend the dairy 
wench tu-the neighbouring wake, while his fiſter, at the country af- 
: ſembly, wood be obliged to wait, like Patience on a monument, till 9 5 


mama's rubber ſhood be decided. 
« Whot !“ cries the timid thinker, ** can enny wun wiſh tu convert 


all our houſes intu ſtews, our mothers intu bawds, and our dauters intu 


Far from it. In A nation, whare thare i is no Patrician 


ſtrumpets ? arf 
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rank, the opprobius term plebian, is unknown, and every indi- 
vidual is ſtiled a citizen: 10, in a nation whare thare ware no wives, 
thare wood be no hores; whare no child was born legitimate, nun 


wood be inſultingly ſtiled a baſtard; but all wood be conſidered as chil- 


dren ov love. As long 3 as marriage continues a Freed love wal 
continue a trade. 


But here a reaſonable queſtion may ariſe: ſhood A perteck f Bebdein | 


be granted tu women, wood not every man eſteem it a grievance tu 


be obliged tu maintain a child, ov hoos exiſtence thare is merely a poſ- 


any ov his being the author? But let the word . father“ be eraſed 
from the PORN T1 and growing as obſolete as the terms © huſband” 
and wife, only remain in the dictionary, tu explain the cuſtoms; and 


remind us ov the barbarity, and wont ov penetration, in former times. 
Let every child be reſigud tu the care oy the matter, and ſucceed mw 


tu her poſſeſſions. 7 
Let every female liv W CORO by enny man, 4 ey. 


1 


ing every freedom which the males at preſent enjoy; let her be viſited 
by as menny lovers as ſhe may pleaſe, and ov whatever rank they may 


be; at her deceaſe let her poſſeſſions be divided amung her children; 


thoſe poſſeſſions, inherited by her dauters, deſcending in like manner 


tu their offspring; and thoſe inherited by her ſons, falling at ANG 45 | 


ceaſe to their ſiſters, and their fiſters* deſcendants. | 


Every child might remain with the mother, hoo might . 
the education. The dauters, when they hay arrived at that age when 
they firſt become acquainted with love, might indulge their inelination 


with as little reſtraint as their brothers, hoo might quarter their ſelves 
upon the dauters of other houſes. Love wood not longer continue that 


trembling ſpecter, which ſhuns the light oV Heaven, and fills the mid- 
night cellar with infernal orgies; no; it would re- kindle that open and 


b generus ire, which added the diffinguiſhing charm. tu e ew 


diſe. 
How prolific 1 is bie plan ov the walls ov aka Intu the cup 


ov lov, which wos deſigned tu contain a ſalutary balm, the officius in- 
duſtry of men has contrived to infuſe a venefic drug, tu taint the joys 
ö ; E 5 ov 


1 1 


| ov wun's exiſtence. Round chat roſe,” which ſhood hav 8 the 


hours of wun's youth, a thorn has madly bin twiſted, which has too 


often cauſed a feſter, and bred a mortification, even after that boiſterous 
ſeaſon has ſubſided. - Every beneficent philoſopher muſt with tu prefery 
the plant; but let the experiment be made, if the pruning-knife can 


not free its growth from the ſurrounding briars. Can enny wun dout 
ov the 1 proceeding from the reſtraints under which love ſtill la- 


|  bors? Let him look intu the circle ov his oan acquaintance ; let him 
recollect how menny children in his oan neighbourhood hay been diſin- 


herited ; how menny brothers hav fallen in duels ; ; how menny parents 


hay died ov broken hearts; he will find a Clarifla Harlowe in menny a 
private family;/ This is the intereſting ſubje& which almoaſt every poet 


ſelects; this ſubje& melts an audience at the theatre intu tears, and of- 


fers the materials for all the novels, which load the e ov the 5 


cCirculating libraries. 


If novels, which are compriſe ov the hardſhips which every ey | 


from the preſent ſtate: ov things, muſt endure, are true portraits . 
human life, it is a juſt concluſion: that the greateſt part ov human mi- 
ſery proceeds from the ſame ſoarce; but if this new ſyſtem ware 


eſtabliſh'd, love wood offer ſuch an uninterrupted ſcene ov felicity, that 


no novel cood be interreſting ; for then nun ov thoſe diſproportionate con- 


nexions cood be concluded, which are abſolutely contrary tu the deſign 


cv the yunion ov the ſexes. How.often has the maiden bin torn from 


the arms ov a beloved youth, and falling a ſacrifice tu filial' obedience, 


bin buried alive in the arms ov ſum hoary doatard. Not more wood 

the melting miſer be able tu treat his ſelf tu a wife; the love ov e 

wood not more induce the luſty youth to ſeek the jointer-of the welthy- 7 

Dowager ; nor wood the decrepid and peeviſh invalid be able tu hire at 

the office ov Hymen an attentiv nurſe for his infirmities. Not longer | 

wood the apprentice marry: his late maſter's widow, tu fcceds tu his 

ſtock in trade; the Eſquire wood not marry the dauter o his-neigh- 
bour, in order to ſettle in the family the county intereſt; nor an Am- 

baſſador demand a n W tu ſeal a e or nne 5 
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11 may not here be i PROD FS tu bene that the weakneſs * wont 


of firmneſs obſervable in women, proceed principally from the reſtraint 


tu which they are ſubject, in order to preſerve a character ov chaſtity. 


But ſhood the women be allowd their natural liberty, this confinement 


wood not be longer neceflary ; and they wood ſhow their ſelves worthy 
ov. enjoying that conſideration, which is their birthright, provided they 
ware benefitted by a better education, and permitted tu follow their 
oan inclinations. Wood a young Etonian poſſeſs that manlineſs. and 
power of conducting his ſelf in every difficulty, if he had never bin 


_ truſted out ov the ſight ov his tutor? It wood not longer be neceflary = 
that their motions ſhood be ſubject tu the inſpection of a duenna, not 
only becauſe a perfect freedom in love affairs might be allowd, but be- 


cauſe alſo a miſalliance wood be impoſſible. 
If chaſtity be a virtue, why are not the males b tu its 62 


tates? The males are willing tu ſtile the other ſex the weak ſex; but 
with whot reaſon can wun ſuppoſe, that the juſtice or the Almighty | 


wood. ſubje& tu ſeverer reſtrictions thoſe Os” from their weakneſs, 


muſt be leſs able tu reſiſt every temptation ? No; the ſlavery in which 


the females are held, is owing tu the tyranny, as well as this high Z 
idea oy their oan ſuperiotity tu the Kanno ov the males ; for, 


alas! + 


Das veniam Corvlss: veror cenſura columbas. 


An 


Sing might fear that 5 PR wood —_ ul as ak: FORE | 


population wood ſuffer from the number ov their lovers. A nation, 
which has juſt burſt the ſhackles ov ſlavery, may at firſt be diſorderly 


and tumultuus; but after a little while, freedom will afſume a milder 
aſpe& ; will ſubmit tu the dictates ov prudence, and liſten tu the voice 
ov humanity. - He hoo is born free, will be a peaceable citizen; but a 
manumitted ſlave will be licentius. That females ſhood abuſe a ds 
acquired freedom, is poſhble, but by no means certain, or even pro- 
bable. Let women be free from all human reſtrictions, and they wood 


tred the path which nature deſigned for them, © am FN! "* ſays a 


German 


German author *, tu think chat Whotever! is natural can not hs perni- 
eius; I permit every thing tu grow” as the mare nature Ce and never 
let a pruning- knife tuch my trees.” | 5 8 

It is true, women of the town are rarely fruitful, 48 a ſecret amour 
is ſeldom productiv ov iſſue. Perhaps, in the firſt caſe, the multitude 2 
oy lovers may be the cauſe ov ſterility ; but may wun not dout, if child - 
birth were always fo diſgraceful, and productiv ov fo: meuny inconve- 
niences as in boath theſe caſes, whether the married matrons wood be 
the mothers oy ſuch promiſing families, as they ſumtimes are? But if | 
this new ſyſtem were introduced, child-murder wood be an unheard-ov* | 
crime. The female ov rank wood have a more forcible. cauſe for che- 
riſhing her progeny, becauſe the children wood bear the name, and inhe- 
rit th ehonors ov her family, whareas at preſent they bear the name and | 
| honors ov her huſband; at the. extin&ion ov which the cood not be fo + 
much mortified. She wood feel the fame pride in the number ov her 
offspring, which animated the noble Roman lady; hoo, having view'd. 

with the greateſt indifference the jewels and ornaments belonging tu a 
female acquaintance, wos deſired by her tu ſhow her whotever things 
ov the greateſt value ſhe might poſſeſs. Theſe,” ſaid ſhe, pointing 
tu her children, © are my moaſt valuable treaſures !” As population is 
_ conſidered by all politicians the chief welth a nation can boaſt, let 
every woman in low circumſtances receive from the public e a 
fixt ſum, according tu the number ov her children. 7 | 
But even ſhood Sd ſterility ov ſum females proceed from their roy 
viouſneſs, yet no wun can imagin that the number vv ſuch wretches+ 


_ W 1 5 


5 


* Ueber die Ehe. 


| 8 +. Are thare, indeed, women, hoo know nothing ov love, but the phyſical enjoyment, : 
and give their ſelves up to this with as little reſtraint as menny men? Probably; but on 
account ov the ſmallneſs ov their number, which no wun can compare with.the multitude 
ov men ov a like diſpoſition, they are indubitably tu be conſidered as female monſters; and 
if wun be willing tu add tw theſe the miſerable creatures, hoo exerciſe a trade with their 
bodies, wun wood not only be unjuſt, (becauſe ſeduQion, idleneſs, want, and other. ſuch 
cauſes, precipitate the Ae ov theſe, with a very moderate propenſity tu laſciviuſneſs, 


intu the abyſs) but wun wood 1 be N to produce an equal number. This. can de 
| 8 prooved 


WE > 2 E 


— 


1 „ ]. 
| weed GG the hes ov 2a maids, with which every nation ſoarms. 


A ſtrumpet may ſerv her country, in preſenting it with a citizen; a 
nun never can. Queen Elizabeth died an unprolific virgin; Cleopatra 


became a mother. A race of heroes is fabled tu hav ſprung from Venus. 


It is a pity that no . has been able to derive his Wa from 


Minerva. | 


5 


Tho the connexion Me a Hide 1 his miſtreſs] is generally ov. - 


but a ſhort duration, it is unjuſt to conclude, that no yunion, which 
eood be terminated at the pleaſure ov the parties, cood be ov a long 
_ * continuance. A paſſion between a rake and a hore has only luſt and 
avarice for its foundation; the ſole qualification ov the man is his 


purſe, and her fex is her only recommendation. Diſguſt muſt foon 
take poſſeſſion ov his breſt, and quench the fire ov his raptures; or 
ſhe will deſert him, as ſoon as his fortune is not longer able tu ſatisfy | 
her voraciuſneſs, or ſupport her extravagance, Can wun expect, that 


any force greater than the impulſe ov the moment, ſhood avail to at- 


tach the debauched drunkard to the illiterate, unaccompliſhd, and 
5 depraved harlot? But wun aught not thence tu infer, that conſtancy 


wood not be reſpected by lovers ov a more amiable hue. A woman, 
tho ſhe never had a ring placed on the foarth finger ov her left hand, 


can be as fruitful as the vine upon the wall ov the houſe * ; can be poſ- 


ſeſsd ov every virtue, and adorned with every perfection. Cood a man 


ov ſenſibility fail tu Jove ſuch a woman? If a ſpontaneus fidelity ſhood 


not animate ſuch a couple, muſt not a reſtrain'd fidelity be unnatural, - 


and, if unnatural, prejudicial and impolitic? The Spaniſh lady has 
an unlimited power tu chuſe and change her Ciceſbeo ; yet this extra- 


ordinary league, which exceeds marriage in happineſs, generally equals 


55 grooved with the greateſt certainty. The ſupport ov theſe creatures depends upon the 


males, hoo require nothing ov them but phyſical enjoyment ; as long as their trade pro- 


ceeds, they livin eaſe and comfort; and tharefore menny men muſt contribute tu the ſup- 


port ov wun fingle woman. Henes it is clear, however great wun may be willing tu con- 
ider the number ov ſuch n the number of men os a 1 1 diſpoſition muſt be twenty 
ttilmes as great. 1 
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it in a Gdelity' ; ad the enamourd pair are — tu Ai torn . ech 
alone from the arms ov each other: let it be remember d alſo, that if 


boath parties ware able tu ſeparate aÞ pleaſure, boath wood be recipro- 


cally more attentiv and obliging in their conduct: whareas at preſent, 


if wun ſees in company a man and woman, hoo are particularly moroſe, 
or indifferent in their behavior tu each vers wun n be uy wind 
are man and Wife. ; 
| A young man extols tie tele intu a Fans and even 1 in 
paying her divine honors. Every ornament ov. her dreſs betrays a 
ſuperior taſte ; every feature ov. her countenance poſſeſſes the mark or 
ſenſibility. Her mien is the mien ov Venus; her air has the majeſty Z 
ov Juno; and the wit ov Minerva embelliſhes her converſation. © Het. 
idea crowns the ſolitary walk; her ſmile improves the midnight 


- 3 


dream; and tu be in her preſence, is tu be in Heaven's ſelf. No cour- 


tier attends the levee ov the Miniſter with ſuch aſſiduity as her lover _ 


frequents- her drawiug- room; no Prince receives half ov the flattery 
which the claims 3 him as her due. At length, the ſpell works its 


defired effect; and while her weaknek; is overcome by the fragrance 


the incenſe, her ſoftneſs: compaſſionates the fergnd miſery ov her adorer : 


. ſhe marries. him; from a n dwindles intu a ne, and is 


treated as a ſlave. 


When wun confiders 1 „ Make which . a ca 


ſumtimes involves a hole houſe, wun muſt certainly approove a ſyſtem, 
by which the very poſſibility ov that ſoarce ov family ſtrife and difſen- 
tion muſt be deſtroyd. The man ov family. muſt behold with regret a | 


relation leading tu his marriage · bed the female ov a plebeian origin; 
and the rich banker, in ſpite ov the remonſtrances ov her connexions, 


often aſpires with ſucceſs tu the wither'd hand ov a diſappointed woman 


ov quality. As long as the ſons ov commerce can equal the gentry in 


| welth, and the baſe-born girl the young: lady in charms ; as long as. 


confpicuous talents and diſtingutſhing merit ſhall be found amung the 


| lower claſſes, miſalliances will frequently happen. The parent wall be 


obliged to yuſe all the rigor ov his authority tu counteract the delires 
i ; 294 8 5 NE : : ; * h 5 of 
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on his child; and the child will look . with pleaſure tu ER hae 
when the author o his being hall reſign the goaſt. Eben under the 


moaſt democratic government, | whare the moaſt ſevere equality miglit 
ſeem tu prevail, the rich citizen wood oppoſe the marriage ov his 


dauter with a man ov ſmaller property. But if this new ſyſtem ware : 


A 


: introduced, the heart, entirely unſway'd by avarice, nor influenc'd by 
re ſpect tu birth, wood attach its ſelf to virtue, or yield its ſelf captiv 


tu the buty, perſonal accompliſhments, or enny other recommendation 
oV the beloved object; and a connexion, which proceeds from love, is 


more favorable tu population, than wun which proceeds from conve- 


nience or ambition. An -infatuated noble might then enjoy the ſociety 


ov an uneducated houſe-maid, without diſgracing his family ; ; nor wood 
that blind deity, hoo is fabled tu hav employed Hercules at the ſpin- = 
ning- wheel, or Avarice, alſo a blind: deity, be able. tu bind a Peer o 


the realm apprentice tu a ſaddler. e bers Jim. 
Under a Government, whare no dimes 1 no 3 or 


in es ov nobility, no heraldic diſtinctions are reſpected, it is im- 


| probable t that marriage cood exiſt. + Whot prudent perſon, hoo every 


day has before his eyes examples ov huſbands 'ruin'd thru the extrava- 


gance ov their wives, and wives diſtreſs'd thru the. folly ov their huſ- 1 


bands, wood embrace a ceremony, which might be a ſoarce ov per- 


petual vexation, and from which no ſingle benefit cood proceed? The 


* inferior claſſes hav bin accuſtomed tu marry, becauſe their ſuperiors 


hay done the fame. ; and people ov rank hay bin influenc'd, when 
doing ſo, by the hopes ov tranſmitring their dignities tu poſterity. But 
if their parental affection, or this natural and 7 vanity ware not 

flatterd by the N which their children ans enjoy, moth {hood 


* A rich adler, ov the name ov Dunk, fearing that his Lathes” the heireſs ov an im- 
menſe fortune, acquired in trade, might become a prey tu ſum fortune-hunter, enacted in 
his will, that ſhe ſhood forfeit all her property, if ſhe married enny man hoo wos not by 


trade a ſaddler. The Earl ov Hallifax, wiſhing tu poſſeſs the heavy prize, after having 


vorkd a fixt. time at the buſineſs, wos acknowledg'd as a ſaddler by the Saddler $ Ma. f 
and not only married hers but annexed 8 name tu his oan. | 
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they marry at all? I England;  whare the family le! 1s ER borne by 
the hed ov the houſe, wun often ſees him, hoo yuſed tu exult in the_ 


unconfined independence ov celibacy, ſubmitting tu the obligations ov 


marriage the moment when, from the unexpected deceaſe ov a relation, 
he inherits the diſtinctions ov his family. With whot conſiſtancy can 
the law ov France pretend, that all its citizens ſhall be born equal, 
| while it tolerates an inſtitution, during the exiſtence of which, wun 
_ man will be born legitimate, and an other a baſtard ? Nor is this ſyſ- 
tem incompatible with a monarchic or ariſtrocratic form ov- government. 
If a Patrician ſhood hav an amour with a female ov an equeſtrian family, 
his children wood hav no claim to ſenatorial privileges, but bearing the 


name and arms ov their mother, wood be entitled only tu the diſtinc- 
tions of that claſs in ſociety tu which the belong'd. - 


nexion wood. be plebeian. 


* 


.. 


maternal houſe. 


Shood the dignity ov the N or ener ov Nobility, AE ond 
on enny perſon, they might be entaild upon the heirs ov his mother, 
at his deceaſe, in ſucceſſion, according tu their ſeniority, 
tu his Feine and at their deceaſe tu his nephew, the elder ſon ov his 
elder ſiſter; at the extinction ov her poſterity, tu the deſcendants ov - 
his ſecond ſiſter, and ſo forth. The Throne ſucceſſion might be di- 
rected by the ſame. rules : the deceaſed Monarch might be ſucceeded by 25 
his next brother, or by ke ſon ov the Royal Princeſs. | 1 3 
The governing. as well as the govern'd, wood be n by this 
The Prince wood be able tu follow his oan inclinations in all 


deſcending, 


plan. 


lo ve affairs; it wood not be neceſſary tu import from foreign countries, 
Princeſſes, bſinded by foreign prejudices, attended by a 8 of foreign 
courtiers, and perhaps pining after the enjoyments ov their nativ land; 


nor wood the peeple, being entirely unconnected thru the alliances ov. 
| * rulers 


$ 


If a ſenator ſhood 


| hav. an intrigue with a woman ov low extraction, the fruit ov this con- 
On the other hand, ſhood a Peereſs of the 
relm, or a lady ov quality, caſt her affection on the baſeſt- born indivi- 
dual, her offspring, without any inquiry hoo or whot was their father, 
wood inherit all the . e and e o v their 
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rulers with the Win ov other nations, be ſo often Aeused intu foreign 8 
wars, or run the hazard ov being interrupted in the execution ov enny Ry 
change ov government, thru the interpoſition ov foreign powers. WC hes 
If this ſyſtem ware introduced intu Europe, the Emperor ov German 
wood be ſucceeded in the kingdoms ow Hungary and Bohemia by his 
> brothers, and afterwards by the children ov his elder ſiſter Maria 
I Thereſa Joſepha. His Britannic Majeſty (for the prolongation of hoos 
reign every grateful: Briton muſt pour forth vows tu Heaven, and-cood- 
even deſire the.agcompliſhment ov that Oriental ſentiment ov loyalty, 
„ May the King live for ever!“) wood be ſucceeded by his Royal High- 
' neſs the Duke ov Glouceſter, or by the heirs ov the reigning Dacheſs » | 
_ ov Brunſwic-Wolfenbuttell. The Prince ov Wales wood, in right WW 
his mother, ſucceed, at the deth ov the preſent Duke and bis brothers, . 
tu the Duchy ov Mecklenburg -Strelitz; and if all the tales which are 
aſſerted againſt Maria Antoinetta be true, the Dauphin can hav but a 
very. equivocal claim tu the throne ov France; but hooever might hav 
bin his father, he is indubitably related tu the Houſe ov Auſtria ; and | 
3 no wun cood conteſt his title as an Archduke ov that family. „„ 
I ' be chief ſuperiority ov the new over the old ſyſtem, conſiſts in this ; 
| „ conſideration—it is more juſt and reaſonable that a child ſhood bear the 
name ov his mother than that oy his father; as the relationſhip be- 
|. tween à child and his mother is indiſputable, but-r no wun can 3 5 
=; his ſelf the ſon ov his reputed father . Fr 
|  * | Thou hauty ariſtocrat ! whether the S ov id name wos „ 
Britiſh or Norman origin, whether he attended the victorius banners — 
- ov the Saxon brothers, ſignalized his ſelf amung the Norman Barons, 
= bore the red-croſs banner tu the ſepulere ov his Redeemer, or gathered . 
laurels on the plains ov. Creſſy or ov Agincourt, canſt thou M 
thy veins wan fingle drop ov his noble blood? Canſt thou, ov whot- 
ſoever nation thou mayeſt be, whether thou art a candidate for the IX 


P 
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5 = Amung ſum ov the Indian nationsoy. North America, the child belongs tu the mother, 
as they allege it muſt be uncertain hoo is the father. Carver's Travels. 8 
* the 1 be exceeded | in n by the | pobultivated Indian? 
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* Malta or Teitanio Order; whether thou beareſt the name Douglas o or 
de Rochefaucault, Howard, or de Montmorenci, aud canſt ſit covered 
in the preſence ov Royalty, canſt thou with certainty maintain that all 
thy mothers ware as faithful as their huſbands were illuſtrius; and it 


wun link in the genealogical chain ſhood: fail, the hole foundation ov. 


thy pride muſt be iuvolv'd/in uncertainty. Mayeſt thou, whether thou 
art an Emperor or King, Prince or Peer, Baronet or Count, Baron or 
Eſquire, mayeſt thou not be the fon ov a footman'or coachman ? and 
may not the ſacret author ov thy exiſtence hav boarn on his button or- 


his ſleeve, that eſoruteheon which flames hs ay nde and graces * : 


thy fideboard * 1 a 


In vain bh the: high-borny Gene a pedigree ov Wesen bbs 


apes; each ov his eight great, great grandmothers might hav bin 
a fly or uncontrol'd ſtrumpet; ; each oy his eight great, great grand- 
fathers a deceived or conniving cuckold. With'indifference, then, mult | 


wun hear the man ov family claim Charles the Great as the-ſource of 
his houſe; but cood enny wun proov a deſcent, continued from female 


tu female, from the ſiſter ov that' remarkable hero, in that cafe only 
wood wun be obliged tu acknowlege bevy related | tu Sys A ur 
erector oy the weſtern empire. 

Can enny thing be ſo ridiculus as gun Nn, in a ney whare 
Cieelbeoidn 3 is general; the haughty Signor, tho unwilling tu ſacrifice 


his natural freedom tu his vanity, is anxius that his name od con- 
finue ;- he tharefore marries, and commits tu his wife the care ov pro- 


curing an heir for his titles. In menny parts ov Europe, this cuſtum 


prevails to ſuch a degree, that no man can be eſteemd, with enny pro- 


bability, the fon ov him tu hoos poſſeſſions he ſueceeds. On the Con- 


tinent, thare are countries, whare high birth is held in ſuch veneration, 


that no wun, hoo ean net proov his felf paternalty and maternally 


_ deſcended from a fixt number ov noble families, can claim admifhon 


intu the firſt ſocieties ; yet even in theſe verry places, the marriage 


vows are held ſo little ſacred, that even ladies ov the firſt rank are ac? 


cuſed by travellers ov often FOE their affeQions on _— __ fere 
- yants. . 
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In n female chaſtity is ndublably. more general thts. in enny 


other European country; yet it admits ov a doubt, if the nation gains 
enny advantage from the prepoſterous eſtimation in which it is e 


Tu this may be aſcribed the infinit number ov proſtitutes hoo infeſt the 


metropolis and other great cities; ſum ov hoom, women ov family and 


education, and free from every crime, tho unable tu reſiſt the dictates 


ov nature, hay bin baniſhed from the protection and endearments ov 


their home, aud obliged. tu ſeek a precarius livelihood by a loathſum 


profeſſion. From the chaſtity, which married women and all creditable 
females are forced to maintain, the males are driven intu low intrigues 


and vulgar connexions ; henœ proceed the terrible and almoſt univerſal 


ravages ov the venereal diſeaſe, with which men ov all ranks are viſited ; 


. whareas if a young Frenchman ov quality had bin known ever to hav 


had this diſgraceful malady, it wood have bin ſuch a ſtain in his faſhion- 
able character, that he cood never; hay aſpired tu the ſmiles ov a decent 
woman, or hay hoped tu boaſt ov a bonne fortune afterward. Tu the 


15 n formality which muſt reign in the intercourſe ov peeple ov rank 


ov different ſexes, may perhaps be owed the drinking · bouts, boxing- 
matches, lobbey-diſputes, and the other illiberal occupations ov the Bri- 


tiſh youth; and all the vulgariſm, wont ov politeneſs, averſion tu good 
company, and uncoothneſs when in it, which, in the opinion ov fo- 
reigners, tarniſh the luſtre oy the national character. 
Let not the huſband, even in England, be too confident in ee . ; 
tity ov his wife; adultery has always bin diſeoverd by chance; a thing 
which 1s by chance diſcoverd, may by chance remain conceald. . Fe- 
males will be able tu elude the vigilance ov the moaſt ſcrutinizing. jea- 

louſy, tho immured like Danae in a brazen tower, or confin'd like an 


2 


Eaſtern Sultana within the haram ov a ſeraglio: nor will her lover be 


able tu curb his deſires, tho the ſum ov fifteen thouſand pounds might 


whiſper a freezing exhortation tu the impetuoſity ov his paſſion. 


Tho wun can not accuſe the laws ov Britain ov partiality toward the 
male ſex, and oy injuſtice: toward adultereſſes, yet the women are ſtil! 
tu be commiſerated. It is true, that the female is permitted tu accuſe 
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her harſh ov angelic ; 1 as the women are merely Save 3 in 
courtſhip, it is doutful if enny wun, hoo had availd her ſelf ov this 
right, wos ever able tu enter a ſecond marriage. She tharefore finds it 
more politic tu content her ſelf with a ſhare in a huſband; and prefers 
whotever careſſes he may pleaſe tu caſt upon her, tu the certainty ov a 
_ perpetual widowhood. On the contrary, the man hoo has had his ſelf 
divorced from wun wenn has en in his * tu * his addreſſes 
tu an other. 5 e | | | FAR rg 
How miſerable is the Shan ov that x poor man, hoos Ae bs 
5 bis unfaithful tu his bed! If he is ov an economical diſpoſition, he is 
| uncertain if he be the father ov thoſe hoo will inherit his poſſeſſions. bo 
Has he augmented the value ov his eſtate, | hoo will enjoy the benefit ov 
his improvements ? Has he committed the acorn tu the ground, nun ov 


his deſcendants may recline under the ſhade ov the majeſtic oak. Has - 


an hereditary diſtinction bin conferd on his public exertions, the ſpurius 8 
offspring ov an adultereſs may ſueceed tu the rewords of his activity. 
Humiliated by this mortifying idea, the vigor which yuſed tu caracterize 
his conduct, degenerates intu ſloath and indifference; and melancholy 
engroſſes thoſe leiſure hours, which ware dedicated tu frendly convi- 
viality. Theſe doubts haunt him till the approach ov his diſſolution; 
and even on his dethbed, he ſees in the attentions ow him hoom he is 
obliged to oan as his heir, nothing but the hypocriſy ov wun hoo 1 is im- 

| es tu cloſe his eyes, in order tu rummage his coffers. | 
If a man's wife may hav had an intrigue with a livery ſervant, the 
fruit ov ſuch a connexion are not the children ov the huſband ; but 
ſhood a man's ſiſter attach her ſelf tu ſuch a lover, her children, not- 
withſtanding the baſeneſs ov their father, wood hay every claim to the 
favor and protection ov their uncle. Ware this ſyſtem introduced, and 
the manner ov ſucceſſion alterd, every wun wood be certain that his 
name and poſſeſſions wood be enjoyd by them, hoo wood be inconteſtably 
his relations, ſhood his family exiſt till the trumpet ov Doomſday ſhood 
"ſound. He hoo prefers the old ſyſtem tu the new, prefers a an 


tu a certainty, and _ a e tu — a . is 9 DO, 
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| It may not be improper tu point out the different occupations and du- 
ties ov each ſex, Tho boath ſexes are equal, they may not be boath 
deſignd tu follow the ſame occupations. Tue brothers may exerciſe tue 
- different profeſſions, yet neither profeſſion be ſubſervient tu the other. 
Man is deſigud for actiy, woman for domeſtic, life. Let the males be 
their oan maſters,” and employ their ſelves in public affairs; let the fe- 
males be their oan miſtrefles, and manage their oan domeſtic concerns, 
It wood be hurtful tu population, if an army ware compoſed ov females; 
becauſe, ſhood the combatants be led intu the field during theif preg- 
nancy, wun bullet wood deſtroy. tue lives; and it wood be highly ridi- . 
culus ſhood the moaſt important national affairs be interrupted, while 
her Excellency the Prime Gan ſhood lie we the care o an 
bee | 
Tho a female be FER debut fie gg ang ho Prong or hb "If 
let her receive ſuch an education as will. enable her tu ſuperintend the 
inſtruction ov the future lawyer, general, and politician; for the ſame 
uncertainty which deſtroys the hole claim ov the child tu the poſſeſſions 
oy the father, abſolves the father from all obligation ov educating and 
maintaining the child; the care and management ov the child muſt 
tharefore entirely and excluſively devolve on the mother. She aught to 
Un, hav ſuch precepts inſtill'd intu her mind, as wood enable her tu conduct 
herſelf with reſolution and propriety in every caſe ov difficulty: She 
ſhood be independent and ſelf-agent 4 N. Nery circumſtance ov her life. 
Whot a glorious revolution wood this new ſyſtem effect in the manners 
oy women ? Nor longer thoſe inſigaificant creat s time is con- 
ſumed in the moaſt unimportant occuÞatigns, _: and hook Irtintion is di- 
rected tu the attainment ov the moaſt ſuperficial accompliſhments, they 
- wood aflurfie a more determind, ___ wun * allow wun's ſelf tha 
expreſſion) a more manly chara e. S 1 e 
3 * Ovid calls Liltretia a matrona virilis; and if a contempt ov deth is a mark ov an ex 
8 traordinary force ov mind, the deſeFv'd the praiſe 3 but had ſhe bin born at a · inore enlight- 
ſ ' ened period, ſhe never wood hav deſtroyd her ſelf for having committed an action againſt 
1 ber conſent ; tu which even if ſhe had conſented, ſhe had not find againſt the will of na- 
ture. She wos a heroin, but no ee ther ens deth merited a more 11 8 c 


N auſe. Des N * 1 7 8: 3 
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0s can a that the female is perfectly fit. tu execute the as 1 
ov education. No wun formerly thaught, that amung the American | 
farmers would ariſe a ſet ov legiſlators, the profoundneſs ov hoos politi- „ 
cal plans wood be able tu baffle the efforts of ſtateſmen hackney'd in 
intrigue; and tu arreſt the admiration ov the more poliſh'd Europeans. 
Shood the hands ov females be unſhackled, hoo could aſcertain the extent th | 
ov their abilities? Ware not the Gracchuſes indebted tu the good edu. 
cation which they had receivd from their mother Cornelia, for the pre- 
eminence which they enjoyd amung their fellow citizens? Even in the 
nurſery, when the diſpoſitions ov the tue ſexes begin tu unfold their 
ſelves, while the boy is delighted at a rocking-horſe, and animated at 
the ſound oy a drum, his ſiſter feels x maternal affection for her doll, 

and amuſes herſelf witli the domeſtic economy ov her baby-houſe. And 
hav not, in moaſt modern languages, the beſt treatiſes tipo education 1 5 
proceede, from the pens oꝰ women ? W | 

The male ov rank, conſcius oy the illuſtrius heroes which ker race 

Tr hav” produced, wood not tremble more at the approach ov war, 
or endeavor tu ſnatch her ſon from the impending danger; but wood 
point out to him the names ov thoſe ov his uncles, hoom the finger o 
hiſtory had recorded, and glowing with the . ov a nition | 
family pride, wood bid him imitate their virtues. ' 

Like the ladies in the time ov chivaldry, from hoos fair nach the 


triumphant champion receivd the Aurel ov victory, ſhe wood become the 
chief excitement tu merit and heroic valor. The mother wood: bluſh at 


the recollection ov a timid ſon, and no coward cood aſpire tu the ſmiles | 
ov a decent nymph ; and if the lover or ſon ſhood meet his fate in the 
field, this wood be the firſt queſtion which the parent or female friend _ 
wood, with Spartan reſolution, demand ov his Tellow-conituratits, — Was (7 
his deth cauſed by an honeſt wound 7 | #3 
While ſuch might be the employments ov females, a wider field . | 
| exertion wos lie oppn tu the talents and genius ov males. Lord Ver 
lam obſerves,” that tlie plurality ov great characters hav bin bachelors. 
In England, at preſent the three firſt ſtateſmen, Mi. Fe, Mr; Fog, : 
and Lord Thurlow, are unmarried. What a race ov politicians, gene: 1 
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| rals, and philoſophers, might be expected in a nation, whare every lofty 


ſoal ware unimpeded, by the care ov providing for its offspring, from 
following enny grand object in contemplation! This conſideration has 
detained the ſoldier from the field; has deadend the curioſity ov the 


_ philoſopher, and ſtopt the voice oy the patriot. How oft have the lu- ; 


cubrations vv a philoſopher bin interrupted by a ſkolding ov a Xantippe ! | 5 
How many Hampdens wood hav accuſed the injuſtice ov a tyrant how 
menny a Sydney wood hav, aſcended the ſcaffold, but for the fear ov. en- 


_ tailing an their helpleſs children the rancor ov an offended Court! If 


unimpeded by marriage, the lover ov botany wood ſcour every diſtant: 
foreſt ; the mineraligiſt wood burn tu inſpect every foreign mine; and 


the natural philoſopher wood quit his country, in order tu giv the firſt; 


diſcription oy a newly-diſcoverd vulcano. How menny circumnavigators- 
wood aſpire tu rival the name ov the immortal Cooke! How menny 
travellers, ardent for glory, like Bruce wood penetrate intu the boſom 
ov unknown and uncultivated relms ! Whot improvements wood every 


art, every ſcience receive; with whot depth ov. thaught wood | every, 4 


ſpeculativ ſubject be examind; with whot firmneſs wood every govern- 


ment be directed; with whot deſperation wood every battle be faught !- 


In wun thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety-tue, while the arms ow 
Auſtria and Pruſſia ware combined againſt the late revolution in France, 
every unmarried Frenchman flew tu the ſtandard ov the new Republic ; 
and hole villages. ware left deſtitute ov every male inhabitant, except 
thoſe hoom the cares ov a family, or corporeal infirmities, hinderd from 
lending their aſſiſtance tu their country. In order that they might di- 
rect their entire atention tu the intereſts ov the Church, the policy o 
the Vatican forbid the Roman Catholic prieſts to marry; and wun re- 
ceives not willingly intu wun's ſervice a married Nana either! as a 
footman or chambermaid. 

If enny are peculiarly bappy, FRE may 7 their ſelves 10 hos are 


fortunate in love. Life muſt be an Elyſium tu that pair hoo are mutu- 


ally bleſs'd in the arms ov each other: but why ſhood marriage binld 
them tu a ſpot, the charms ov which, like the garden oV Eden, may 


vaniſh, and leave them the glebe · adſcript cultivators oy a deſert ? Love 
| I e without 
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without marriage will be as happy as love with marriage ; but marriage 
without love, muſt be a ſtate ov indifference or.vexation. The new- 
married lover may be compared tu a hungry beaſt, tetherd in a rich 
paſture; at firſt, how content are they boath with the luxury ov their 
ſituation! But wun might with equal reaſon ſuppoſe, that the animal's 
| enjoyment might proceed from the rope, which binds him tu the ſpot, 
i alls that the lover's felicity proceeds from his marriage. | Shood the ani- 
mal's appetite become appeaſed, or the lover's affection cool, 4 e woed- 
boath feel the hardſhip ov their confinement. | „„ 
Is not human life ſufficiehtly beſet with misfortunes ? Are not the 
fondeſt hopes ov mortals ſubject tu diſappointments ? Their exiſtence 
: ecmbittered by the loſs. ov whatever is dear tu them? and their helth the 
ſport ov a multiplicity of diſeaſes ? But muſt the law-giver contribute tu 
their miſery 2 He ſhood not meaſure out every indulgence with the ſe- 
verity of an Ægyptian taſkmaſter ; but ſhood allow every gratification, 
which is not attended by pernicius conſequences*. Shood his ſagacity 
tolerate a ſyſtem which cramps the genius and vigor ov the male; or his 
tice favor an Mftitution, which debaſes the female intu a ſlave ? ; 
Hoo wood not prefer the rank ov firſt citizen amung a body ov free- 
men, tu a deſpotic throne over a ſycophant and trembling crew ov ſubju- © _ 
gated ſlaves? And whot man oy generous ſentiments wood not prefer i 
the affection ov the ſpirited and accompliſh'd Eloiſa, tu the paſſiv obe- 
dience which Sarah ſhowd her lord and maſter Abraham ? 

The authoreſs ov © the Rights ov Women” propoſes. the foundation 
oy public ſchools, whare the youth | ov boath ſexes might be educated 
tugether.. During the exiſtence ov the preſent . oy marriage, 
this project wood be impoſſible; but ware the recommended ſyſtem in- 
troduced, nothing cood be productiv ov ſuch good conſequences. A 
yunion ov tue ſtrangers wood not hav the ſame proſpects ov ſtability, 
as wun between a pair hoo had had every previus opportunity ov be- 


wn 


* The North-American Indians laugh at the Europeans for having only wun wife, and 

that for life; as they conceive the good Spirit formed them tu be happy, and not tu con- 

tinue together, unleſs their tempers and diſpoſitions ware congenial. 

Voyages and Travels oy an Indian Interpreter, by J. Long. Robſon; 1791. 
coming 
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| «the pleaſing recollection ov every vent; which eccurd in thoſe days 
childhood and innocence, which they. enjohd in the ſociety ow cack | 
other, rivet their bands, and promiſs a perpetual conſtancy? Are not J 3 
the frendſhips, which hav commenced between perſons oy the ſame 1 „„ 
a44K̃t ſchool or college, remarkable for their firmneſs and continuan ce? 
li _ _ . Such are the advantages, in which confiſts. the ſuperiority. ov: the = = 
| =  gcuſs'dſyſtemoy Gallantry and Inheritance over the European ſyſtem of: 
E: | Marriage. O, ye, hoo boaſt yoor ſelves ov. benevolent feelings, hoos 
| _ _ humanity urges yoo tu unſhackle rligjcaj apt African, and tu unfurl on 
'Y Siera Leona the white banner ov liber F is e that ye ſhood . TEE: 
ty ſo far from the ebe v beds f pity. FF 
the name of Philanthropiſts, tear Voor eyes the vale ov: prejudice 5 
and ſupexſtition; reſcue yoor fiſters and manumit your wives from an 
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